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a few joyous moments. Military triumphs were ex-
hibited " at Shrovetide, and at Twelftide7." At the
festivals of Christmas, and Candlemas, A lord of the
pastimes was appointed, and playes were acted: and
for the gseaierjoyousance, poets of the greatest talents
were sought, to promote festivity. George Ferrers, a
person of superior rank, who was educated at Oxford,
and entered at Lincoln's Inn, and who was a gentle-
man "belonging to the Protector Somerset, was em-
ployed, as the lord of the pastimes8. William Bald-
wyn, who was a graduate of Oxford, and another of
the celebrated authors of the Myrrour for Magistrates,
was appointed to set forth a play9. Edward had a
regular establishment of players of interludes; and of
mynstrels1, and singing men, who sung in the King's
presence 2. But, the festivities of Edward's days

1551, to the Marquis of Dorset; " signifying licence to be
granted, for to have his players play only in his lordships presence."
[Council-regr.]

7  On the 12th Janry. 1547, a warrant was issued for SOL Ss. lOd.
to Sir Thomas Darcy, for pikes, lances, and other necessaries, for
the Triumph,  at Shrove-tide;   and for weapons at Twelf-tide.
[Council-regr.]

8  A warrant was issued, on the 30th of November, 1552, to
pay George Ferrys, being appointed to be Lord of the Pastimes,
in the King's Majesties house, this Christmas IQQL towards the
necessary charges.     [Council-regV]    Stow says, that he so plea-
santly behaved himself, the King had great delight in his pas-
times.    George Ferrers, who, we see, was called Ferrys, died in
1579.    There is an accurate account of him in Warton's Hist, of
Poetry, vol. Hi. p. 213.

9  A letter was written, on the 28th Janry 1552-3, to Sir Tho-
mas Cawerden, the master of the revels, to furnish William Bald-
win, who was appointed to set forth a play, before the King, upon
Candlemas-day, at night, with all necessaries.

1  In 1547, the establishment consisted of Hugh Woudehous,
marshal;  of John Abbes, Robert Stouchy,  Hugh Grene, and
Robert Norman, mynstrels ; whose wages amounted to each fifty
marks a year.    [Council-register.]

2  A warrant was issued on the 14th June 1548, to pay Rich-
ard Atkinson, in recompence of forty marks yearly, that he had of
the King's Majestic for singing before him. [Council-register.]